IS THIS TRIPE NECESSARY^" 

The House Assassination Committee desperately 
needed something dramatic to justify its continued 
existence, but all it produced in its grilling of Santo 

Trafficante was a one-act 
farce. 

Put a mobster under oath 
before a legislative panel or 
a grand jury and he will take 
the Fifth Amendment if asked 
whether the sun was shining. 

Trafficante performed 
beautifully. He solemnly in- 
voked the protections of the 
Constitution while the law- 
makers rattled off a series 
of questions which implied he 
had inside, information on a 
Santo Trafficante plot to assassinate John F. 

Kennedy. 

It was a cheap, shabby performance, designed to 
flummox the public into believing that the representa- 
tives really were onto something new, big and sinister. 

the committee has only two more weeks to prove 
to the skeptical House that it rates further funding. 
On the basis of the go-around with Trafficante it 
doesn t even rate that much time. * 
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